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Upcoming Chamber Events

CHAMBER
HORIZONS

Official Newsletter of the Alexandria Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce
Promoting the Alexandria Lakes Area as the ultimate destination to live, work, play and prosper.

Alexandria Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce

Chamber of Commerce
celebrates 115 years 

of service!
The Alexandria Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce 
has been serving its members since 1907 with 
the mission of promoting the lakes area as the 
ultimate destination to live, work, play, and 
prosper. Our purpose is to lead, connect, and 
collaborate with businesses, organizations and 
community members to enhance our thriving 
community. We strive to bring collaboration, 
excellence, efficiency, and passion to all that we 
do to serve our members and our community. 
We hope to continue serving the local business 
community for years to come!

Listen & Learn (see details on page 3)
Federal Policy Update

Wednesday, March 2 from 11 am - 12 pm
Alexandria Chamber | 
Virtual event - visit alexandriamn.org

Wake Up Alexandria!
Friday, March 4 from 7:30-8:30 am
LifeQuest Chiropractic & Sports |  
123 3rd Ave. E, Ste. 100
Nonprofit of the Day: Alexandria Sertoma Club

Wake Up Alexandria 
Friday, March 18 from 7:30-8:30 am
Hilltop Lumber | 1405 N Nokomis St. NE
Nonprofit of the Day: Viking Sportsmen, Inc.

Midwest Economic Summit (see details on page 6)
Thursday, March 24 from 8-11 am
Delta by Marriott | 1635 42nd St., Fargo, ND
AND VIRTUAL OPTION | Visit fmwfchamber.com/events
 

featuringSPRING LUNCHEON

THE NEGATIVITY REMEDY
Unlocking More Joy, Less Stress, and Better Relationships 

Through Kindness

N I C O L E  J .  P H I L L I P S
Speaker, author, podcast host, and columnist 
Nicole Phillips will share insight from her book 
The Negativity Remedy: Unlocking More Joy, 
Less Stress, and Better Relationships Through 
Kindness. Using humor, compassion, and 
encouragement, Phillips draws on scientific 
research and real-life examples to help us 
recognize negative thought patterns, show 
kindness toward others even when we don’t 
feel like it, and discover how one little change 
actually changes everything. Leave inspired 
with tools and tips that can change each day.

SPONSORED BY:

Presented by:

Wednesday, April 27 

Holiday Inn of Alexandria
5637 State Hwy. 29 S

Serving begins at 11:15 am
Presentation from 11:45 am - 1 pm 

Tickets: $25/Person or $200/Table of 8
For tickets or information visit alexandriamn.org. 

Ticket deadline is Monday, April 18th.

https://www.alexandriamn.org/
https://www.alexandriamn.org/listen--learn.html
https://www.alexandriamn.org/wakeupalexandria.html
https://www.alexandriamn.org/wakeupalexandria.html
https://www.fmwfchamber.com/events/details/midwest-economic-outlook-summit-8616
https://www.alexandriamn.org/luncheon.html
http://www.alexandriamn.org
https://alexandria.ce.eleyo.com/


Heidi Bruns 
Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS # 506657

Richard Hawes 
Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS # 351793

firstwestern.bank
Member FDIC

A Mortgage 
Team You 

Can Bank On.
A l e x a n d r i a  •  C a r l o s  •  M i l t o n a
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Welcome!  February new members

Please consider these new members for your personal and 
professional needs, and welcome them to our network!

February Hosts

Wake Up Alexandria
Wake Up Alexandria is a networking event held the first 
and third Friday of each month from 7:30 to 8:30 am at 
a Chamber member location. A  dollar gets  you  in  the  
door, with all proceeds donated to a 501(c)3 nonprofit 
Chamber member.

CLA offers personalized audit, assurance, accounting, tax, 
consulting, outsourcing, and wealth advisory services. With 
more than 50 years of experience, CLA is committed to help-
ing businesses and organizations in the Alexandria area create 
opportunities for growth.

CLA (CliftonLarsonAllen) | February 4
1920 Turning Leaf Ln. SW, Ste. 2

Nonprofit of the Day: 
Alexandria Technical & Community College Foundation

Chamber News

Zion Lutheran Church and School have a long history of serv-
ing the area. The church was organized in 1886 with the first 
building erected in 1889. With Christian education a strong 
focus of the church, Zion has maintained a school since 1890. 
The school currently serves preschool through 8th grade.

Zion Lutheran Church & School | February 18
300 Lake St.

Nonprofit of the Day: Knute Nelson

Federal Policy 
Update

John Kirchner, executive direc-
tor of Congressional and Public 
Affairs with the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce, will provide an up-
date from Washington on both 
the policy and political fronts. 
Business leaders will learn about 
key issues being discussed in Con-
gress and the political dynamics 
surrounding those discussions. 
Join us on this one hour, informa-
tive, virtual event to learn more!

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2 FROM 11 AM - 12 PM
Virtual event: Register at www.alexandriamn.org.

John Kirchner
Executive Director of 

Congressional & Public 
Affairs, U.S. Chamber 

of Commerce

Listen & Learn
Listen & Learn is a one-hour virtual event hosted by the 
Chamber. It offers information, education and resources 
on topics that impact the community. Call 320-763-3161 
or email info@alexandriamn.org for details. There is no 
charge for the event and it is open to the public.

Learn ways to optimize your  
membership at Chamber 101 session
Join us for a Virtual Chamber 101 on Tuesday, April 5 
from 7:30 - 8:30 am to learn more about Chamber 
programs, events, and membership benefits. Hear from 
fellow members as they share their experiences of being 
involved with the Chamber. 

To register, visit alexandriamn.org. For additional 
information, contact Jess at jess@alexandriamn.org or 
320-763-3161.

30th ANNUAL FUNDRAISER

MONDAY, JUNE 6, 2022
ALEXANDRIA GOLF CLUB

2300 N Nokomis St. NE

  MORE DETAILS COMING SOON!    

SAVE THE DATE!

Edward Jones - Financial Advisor: Brandon Plotz held a 
private ribbon cutting on Wednesday, February 2 to celebrate 
the grand opening of his business at 507 N Nokomis St, Ste. 
204 in Alexandria. Edward Jones offers a variety of financial 
services and uses the philosophy “Invest for the long term, 
seek quality investments, and manage risk diversification.” 

Ribbon Cuttings

Homeowners Financial Group (HFG) held a ribbon cutting 
and open house event on Wednesday, February 23 to 
celebrate the opening of its new branch at 316 Broadway 
St., Ste. 6 in Alexandria with Kami Schefers as its Licensed 
Mortgage Professional. HFG is a full-service mortgage 
banker committed to serving its clients’ lending needs, while 
maintaining a culture focused on family and giving back.

Share your events on the community calendar!
Want to market your event? Add it to the Douglas County Community Calendar. It’s easy! Visit alexmncalendar.com and click 
“add an event.” Qualifying Chamber member events will be included in the Events at a Glance eBlast, reaching more than 1,100 
emails weekly. For more information, contact the Chamber at 320-763-3161 or info@alexandriamn.org.

Miracle Ear
Kate VanderWeyst | 320-759-1816 | 405 50th Ave. W, Ste. 104
miracleearalexandria@gmail.com

Smokin’ Brews & ‘Ques
Jason Schmidt | 320-815-0391 
smokinbrewsandques@gmail.com     

Homeowners Financial Group
Kami Schefers | 320-391-6807 | 316 Broadway St., Ste. 6
kschefers@homeownersfg.com | homeownersfg.com/kamischefers

Paffy’s Pest Control
Don Geer & Steve Reishus | 320-815-9725
paffyspestcontrol@gmail.com | paffyspestcontrol.com

Vikingland Band Festival
Rhonda Blaser 
vikinglandbandfestival@gmail.com | vikinglandbandfestival.com

https://app.arts-people.com/index.php?ticketing=aps
https://www.firstwestern.bank/mortgage-loans/
https://www.alexandriamn.org/wakeupalexandria.html
https://web.alexandriamn.org/Accountants/CLA-(CliftonLarsonAllen,-LLP)-89
https://web.alexandriamn.org/Education/Zion-Lutheran-Church-School-3235
https://www.alexandriamn.org/listen--learn.html
https://www.alexandriamn.org/chamber101.html
https://www.alexandriamn.org/duffersdelightgolftournament.html
https://web.alexandriamn.org/FinancialInvestment-Services/Edward-Jones-Financial-Advisor-Brandon-Plotz-5938
https://web.alexandriamn.org/Mortgage-Lenders/Homeowners-Financial-Group-5967
https://www.alexandriamn.org/community-calendar.html
https://web.alexandriamn.org/wcdirectory/results/listing.aspx?listingid=5969
mailto:miracleearalexandria%40gmail.com?subject=
https://web.alexandriamn.org/wcdirectory/results/listing.aspx?listingid=5972
mailto:smokinbrewsandques%40gmail.com?subject=
https://web.alexandriamn.org/wcdirectory/results/listing.aspx?listingid=5967
mailto:kschefers%40homeownersfg.com?subject=
https://homeownersfg.com/kamischefers/
https://web.alexandriamn.org/wcdirectory/results/listing.aspx?listingid=5974
mailto:paffyspestcontrol%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.paffyspestcontrol.com/
https://web.alexandriamn.org/wcdirectory/results/listing.aspx?listingid=5975
mailto:vikinglandbandfestival%40gmail.com?subject=
https://marching.com/events/vbf/


Best Medical Facility: Alexandria Clinic
Best Physical Rehab: Heartland Orthopedics
Best Physician: Dr. Dan Kryder
Best Physician Finalist: Dr. Brian Carlsen

It’s better here!

AL
EX

AN
DR

IA ECHO PRESS  |  ECHOPRESS.COM

Ambassadors
The Ambassadors are volunteers who extend the public relations arm of the Chamber. They attend business open houses, 
groundbreakings and ribbon cuttings; welcome new businesses to the area; and commemorate relocations and major 
remodels. They are out making business visits the second Wednesday of every month.

Membership Team
Volunteers on the Membership Team visit new member businesses to welcome them to the Chamber. They also serve as 
liaisons, supporting new members with introductions, information, and education on membership benefits.
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Whether you are looking to stay at home as you age
or are caring for a parent or loved one who is,
our team are experts in creating a safe space

where accidents are prevented before they occur
and adults can remain independent.

Home Care
Contact us to learn how we can help.  320.201.3632 | knutenelson.org

February Visits February Visits

True Freedom Physical Therapy
Summer Erdmann, Owner & Physical Therapist

True Freedom Physical Thera-
py is at 1103 Broadway St., Ste. 
102 and is owned by Summer 
Erdmann. Summer has 19 years 
of experience and primarily fo-
cuses on women’s health in the 
areas of prenatal, postpartum, 
vertigo, pelvic pain, and more. 

Yoga Borealis
Jen Frohne, Owner & Instructor

Yoga Borealis, owned by Jen 
Frohne, is located at 609 ½ 
Broadway St. in Alexandria. 
Jen provides vinyasa, slow 
flow, yin, and gentle styles 
of yoga. Regularly scheduled 
classes are available along 
with private classes. The stu-
dio also offers a retail space 
that features many Minneso-
ta made items. 

Legal Services of Northwest Minnesota
Kelly Wencl, Communication & Outreach 

Coordinator; Sarah Moore, Supervising Attorney

Legal Services of Northwest 
Minnesota is located at 426 
Broadway St. in Alexandria. The 
nonprofit organization provides 
legal services in the areas of 
housing, family, senior issues, 
and more. These services are 
provided free of charge to those 
who qualify. 

APF Pro Shop - New Business
Garrett Streitz, Co-Owner

Alexandria Pro Firearms (APF), 
a locally owned manufacturer 
and seller of ARs, recently 
opened a new retail facility 
under the name APF Pro Shop 
at 105 3rd Ave. E in Alexandria. 
Products include firearms, 
complete uppers, suppressors, 
ammo, parts and accessories, 
and more. 

Edward Jones - Financial Advisor: 
Brandon Plotz - New Business

Brandon Plotz, Financial Advisor

Brandon Plotz is a new finan-
cial advisor in Alexandria with 
Edward Jones. Edward Jones 
offers a variety of financial 
services and uses the philoso-
phy “Invest for the long term, 
seek quality investments, and 
manage risk diversification.” 

Winsupply of Alexandria -  
New Ownership

Ryan Heidelberger, President

Winsupply of Alexandria is 
a wholesale company that 
works directly with contrac-
tors to offer plumbing, HVAC, 
and hydronics products. A 
public showroom displays a 
vareity of plumbing fixtures. 
The company has been under 
new ownership since 2020. 

Snap Fitness - New Location
Allan Ahlfors, Fitness Coach/Team Member; Jodi 

Homan, Manager; Shane Radermacher, Owner/GM

Snap Fitness of Alexandria 
moved into a new location 
at 619 3rd Ave. E. This new 
facility offers 500 square feet 
more space than its previous 
location. Snap Fitness is a 24/7 
access gym, 365 days of the 
year. 

Jobs Board
Are you looking to expand your team? 
The Chamber website offers an online job 
board! Chamber members can post to this 
job board at no charge, or upgrade to a 
Featured listing, which will pin their job to 
the top of the page, highlight it and publish 
it to the Google Jobs Network. Once jobs 
are posted, employers can view their jobs, 
make changes or edits, see the number of 
views their post has received, review ap-
plicants, and renew or upgrade their post. 
Log in to your online member portal with 
your username and password and click on 
“Submit a Job Opening” to get started. For 
assistance, contact the Chamber at 320-
763-3161 or info@alexandriamn.org.

https://news.alomerehealth.com/alomere-means-best-of-the-best/
https://www.alexandriamn.org/chamber-ambassadors.html
https://www.alexandriamn.org/membership-team.html
https://www.knutenelson.org/senior-care-options-minnesota/home-health-care-services-west-central-mn
https://web.alexandriamn.org/PhysicalOccupational-Therapy/True-Freedom-Physical-Therapy-5921
https://web.alexandriamn.org/HealthWellness/Yoga-Borealis-5882
https://web.alexandriamn.org/NonProfit-Organizations/Legal-Services-of-Northwest-Minnesota-5948
https://web.alexandriamn.org/FinancialInvestment-Services/Edward-Jones-Financial-Advisor-Brandon-Plotz-5938
https://web.alexandriamn.org/Wholesale-Distributors/Winsupply-of-Alexandria-4757
https://web.alexandriamn.org/Fitness-Centers/Snap-Fitness-721
https://alexandriamn.mcjobboard.net/jobs?utm_source=website&utm_medium=embed&utm_context=view_all_jobs


Business Buzz
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Annie Liljegren, CNM, has joined the Sandford Health team in 
Alexandria. Liljegren, a graduate of the University of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis, is board certified in American Midwifery.

Mike Pederson, CMWP, with Widseth in Alexandria, was recently 
named director of environmental services. Pederson has more 
than 15 years of experience and assumed leadership of the 
environmental services team with the retirement of Brian Ross.

Alexandria Technical & Community College received $25,000 in 
grants from the Gene Haas Foundation. The grants support stu-
dent scholarships and machining and manufacturing engineering 
program needs. All first-year students in the Machine Tool Tech-
nology Program will receive a $750 Gene Haas Scholarship.

Andria Theatre attendees with hearing aids will soon be able to 
hear performances better, thanks in part to the Alexandria Ser-
toma Club. A state-of-the-art hearing loop system was recently 
installed in the theater. The $15,000 system was paid for by a 
$2,000 grant from Sertoma and funds raised during GiveMN Day.

Casssandra McKernan was named Customer Service Manager for 
Ellingson Plumbing, Heating, A/C & Electrical. McKernan joined 
the company three years ago as an Accounts Payable Associate 
and After-Hours Dispatcher. Travis DeGier has also been named 
as Director of Electrical Operations. DeGier started with the com-
pany ten yers ago as a Journeyman Electrician. For the past four 
years he has worked as a Commercial Project Manager.

To include your business news in the Chamber Horizon Newsletter, 
email information to Lauren at marketing@alexandriamn.org.

The Alexandria Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce is proud to 
co-host the Midwest Economic Forecast Summit on Tuesday, 
February 8 in Fargo. The morning will bring together leaders 
and experts from the following sectors to engage in timely, in-
depth, and holistic discussion: agriculture, energy, healthcare, 
hospitality, manufacturing, and technology. 

Keynote speakers include Neel Kashkari, president and 
CEO of the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis; Dr. Scott 
Beaulier, dean of business at North Dakota State University; 
and Commissioner Steve Grove, Minnesota Department of 
Employment and Economic Development.

This is an opportunity to learn about regional and national 
trends, understand our biggest threats, examine factors that 
keep our area competitive, and hear from leaders across 
various sectors that are the backbone of our economy. 
This summit is held in partnership with Chambers of Commerce 
from across the Upper Midwest. Attend in person or tune in 
virtually via livestream. Alexandria Chamber members — 
use code ALEXANDRIA when registering. 

Thursday, March 24 from 8-11 am
Livestream or in person at the Delta by Marriott

1635 42nd St. Fargo, ND 58103

Alexandria Chamber Members: $45 w/code ALEXANDRIA

Presented by the Fargo Moorhead West Fargo 
Chamber of Commerce and the following co-hosts:

And numerous other Chambers of 
Commerce across the region!

https://winningedgegraphics.com/
https://web.alexandriamn.org/Clinics/Sanford-Health-398
https://web.alexandriamn.org/Engineering-Services/Widseth-218
https://web.alexandriamn.org/Education/Alexandria-Technical-Community-College-213
https://web.alexandriamn.org/Theaters/Andria-Theatre-505
https://web.alexandriamn.org/Service-Organizations/Alexandria-Sertoma-Club-3184
https://web.alexandriamn.org/Service-Organizations/Alexandria-Sertoma-Club-3184
https://web.alexandriamn.org/HeatingAir-Conditioning-Contractors/Ellingson-Plumbing,-Heating,-AC-Electrical-2992
mailto:marketing%40alexandriamn.org?subject=Business%20Buzz
https://www.fmwfchamber.com/events/details/midwest-economic-outlook-summit-8616?calendarMonth=2022-02-01

